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"Radio is purely the announcer's medium. Accordingly, most of the best sports broadcasting has

been done not on television, but on radio. David Halberstam writes from the knowledgeable and

nuanced perspective of one who practices, respects, and understands the craft and its history."

--Bob Costas NBC Sports "Some of my friends and associates do not believe there was civilization

before television, but I assure them that listening to Red Barber on radio from Ebbets Field or to

Marty Glickman from Madison Square Garden was better than watching television. It was magic.

Sports on New York Radio brings back memories of that magic. Reading about the many gifted

radio voices who covered the Dodgers, Yankees, Giants, Rangers, Jets, the fights, and so much

more reinforces my early conviction that I would never be a broadcaster. How I made it to even the

brink of such company still baffles me." --Dick Schaap ABC News The Sports Reporters, ESPN "I

grew up with Red Barber, Mel Allen, and Marty Glickman. They were warm, friendly, great voices.

Through the radio they brilliantly linked the fan with the game. David Halberstam captures the

colorful history and many great memories of sports on the radio." --Robert Merrill #1-1/2 New York

Yankees New York Metropolitan Opera "The next best thing to sports on radio is reading about the

perfect marriage of sports and radio. Halberstam takes us there. The information is riveting, the

anecdotes hilarious. Radio lives in these pages." --Vic Ziegel Columnist New York Daily News

"Sports radio in New York has spawned many broadcast legends, and David Halberstam has

captured them in his thoughtful book." --David W. Checketts President and CEO Madison Square

Garden
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Communication & Media Studies

If ever one of my book reviews deserved five stars this is it in spades. David Halberstam, a great

author on numerous subjects, has provided us with a comprehensive history of the great names that

have graced the radio sports scene in New York. The book is filled with anecdotes that reveal the

personalities of such greats as Graham McNamee, Ted Husing, Red Barber, Mel Allen, Don

Dunphy, Phil Rizzuto, Marv Albert, Marty Glickman, Clem McCarthy, Russ Hodges, Jim Woods,

Lindsey Nelson, Bob Murphy, and numerous others. Anyone who ever reported sports on radio in

New York is in here. Separate chapters are devoted to boxing, hockey, college and pro football,

basketball, the Brooklyn Dodgers, the New York Giants, the New York Yankees, the New York

Mets, talk radio, and his personal experience of a mistake he, himself, made while doing a game for

the Miami Heat basketball team. The book concludes with a final section on references that cover

most anything you may want to know on this subject. Halberstan says that baseball voices are not

paid for how they describe a play, but how they handle airtime between plays. We are treated to a

number of Vin Scully phrases such as when the Brewers and Cardinals, both sponsored by beer

companies, played in the 1982 World Series. Scully said, "There will be no bad hops in this Series."

An interesting tidbit is that Connie Desmond and Al Helfer are the only individuals that have covered

the Yankees, Dodgers, and Giants. An interesting, but puzzling, story is told when Halberstam

asked the general manager of a radio station in Talahassee, Florida, to arrange for him to spend a

half hour with Red Barber. Barber was cordial, but could be cold with visitors. The author said he

had so much to ask him.
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